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Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) Survey? Please do!
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Census Bureau Index of Economic Activity 

The U.S. Census 
Bureau Index of 
Economic Activity 
(IDEA) is an 
aggregation of 15 
of the Census 
Bureau’s primary 
economic data 
series that 
provides a single 
time series 
constructed as a 
weighted average.



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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Unemployment rates are rising slightly over the year in the Rogue Valley-

Jackson = 5.3% 

Josephine = 6.6% 

U.S.=4.1%

June 2025



Key Facts from Recent News Release

Oregon’s unemployment rate was 4.9% in June.

• That was 1.3 percentage points higher than the recent low of 3.6% in spring 2023.

• That was also higher than the U.S. unemployment rate of 4.1% in June.

Oregon nonfarm payroll employment declined by 4,300 jobs in June.

• June’s losses were largest in other services (-1,400 jobs); manufacturing (-1,200); and leisure and 
hospitality (-1,000 jobs).

• Health care and social assistance added 900 jobs.

Employers added 8,700 nonfarm payroll jobs over the past year, a gain of 0.4%.

• Job gains were strongest in health care and social assistance (+15,800 jobs, or 5.3%).

• Meanwhile, manufacturing lost 7,700 jobs over the year, construction dropped 5,200 jobs, and 
financial activities declined by 2,900 jobs.
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The number of unemployed Oregonians increased by 2,600 in June.

Seasonally Adjusted 

Unemployment:

 

Pre-COVID Low

Nov 2019: 70,500

Highest

April 2020: 279,300

Current

June 2025: 107,800
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Rogue Valley seen rising number of Unemployed

Jackson County 5,666 Unemployed in June 2025- up from 5,093 one year earlier

Josephine County 2,327 unemployed in June- up from 2,023 in June 2024



Why are Oregonians unemployed?

New or returning to 

the workforce

43,300 (40%)

Lost job 

56,200 (52%)

Left job voluntarily

8,300 (8%)
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One out of four unemployed Oregonians have been out of work for at least six months.
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Grant and Klamath Counties had Oregon’s highest seasonally adjusted unemployment rates in June.
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Five of nine workforce areas have more jobs now than in February 2020.
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Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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Most jobs back that were lost during the pandemic in the Rogue 

Valley- still a bit below February 2020 – seasonally adjusted

Jackson County down -0.9%, Josephine down -4.1 % (seasonally adjusted)
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Census Bureau Business Formation 
Statistics

Jackson 

County 

Business 

Applications 

up 17.2% 

from 2022-

2023
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Source: Oregon Employment Department U.S. Census Bureau Business Formation Statistics
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Josephine 

County 

Business 

Applications 

rose 8.9% 

2022 to 2023

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023

Josephine County Business Applications 

Source: Oregon Employment Department and U.S. Census Bureau Business Formation Statistics



15



16



17



18



19



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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New initial claims for unemployment insurance rising a bit in 

Josephine County. 



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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New initial claims for unemployment insurance have returned to 

remain low in Jackson County
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Most Jackson County Industries Little Changed or 
Losing jobs
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Most Josephine County Private Sector Industries 
Down over the Year



Employment and Wages (Western U.S.)

• Employment levels were slightly lower on net over the reporting period.

• Employers across many industries and geographies reported instituting a hiring freeze and using 
attrition to reduce headcounts.

• Critical positions, however, were still being filled, and firms generally reported no problems hiring in recent 
weeks except for very specialized roles.

• A few contacts in the manufacturing and entertainment sectors reported layoffs due to lower 
demand. Nonetheless, employment growth in retail and food services remained solid, supported 
by summer seasonal factors.

• Contacts in the service and manufacturing sectors noted additional investment in automation and 
AI, reducing their demand for workers on net.

• Employee turnover continued to decline.

• Wages continued to grow at a slight pace. Firms generally described demand and supply for labor being in 
better balance, increasing employers' bargaining power.

Federal Reserve Bank, Beige Book, July 16, 2025
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https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/beigebook202507-summary.htm


Economic Activity (Oregon and region)

• Economic activity in the Twelfth District (Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, 
Utah, and Washington) was somewhat subdued but largely stable during the mid-May to June 
reporting period.

• Employment levels were slightly lower on net with more firms under a hiring freeze and using 
attrition and layoffs to reduce headcount.

• Wages continued to grow at a slight pace, and prices rose modestly.

• Retail sales expanded modestly, and activity in consumer and business services eased.

• Activity in manufacturing and the residential real estate market weakened somewhat.

• Conditions in agriculture, commercial real estate, and the financial sector were largely unchanged and 
deteriorated further in the nonprofit sector.

• Looking ahead, contacts reported making contingency plans in response to economic 
uncertainty and an expected pickup in inflation.

Federal Reserve Bank, Beige Book, July 16, 2025
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https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/beigebook202507-summary.htm


The Office of Economic Analysis forecasts Oregon will gain 18,800 jobs over the next year.
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OEA expects Oregon to gain about 18,800 jobs in the next 12 months. 
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More Resources:  Qualityinfo.org



Guy Tauer, Regional Employment Economist
Guy.R.Tauer@employ.Oregon.gov
Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  
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Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

http://www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe
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